
There are three new chances for (budding) 
entrepreneurs to flourish in Chrisp Street thanks 
to a revamped Chrisp Street Exchange; relocation 
of HARCA’s Employment & Training team; and the 
launch of Cracked It’s new Poplar HQ .
The Chrisp Street Exchange has been taken over by 
Launch22; an award winning workspace community 
focused on supporting local businesses and start-
ups. There’s mentoring, incubator programmes and 
events. Check out launch22.co.uk/london-poplar for 
more information.
Cracked It is London’s social enterprise smartphone 
repair service, staffed by young ex-offenders. 
Smartphones get fixed, and young people receive 
employability training. The Evening Standard called 
them ‘London’s best iPhone fixers’. You can read 
more about them at crackedit.org
Poplar HARCA’s Employment & Training team has 
moved to the reception of the old HARCA building 
(167a) and has a new name: The Hive.  
The team got 320 people into jobs last year and has 
delivered 575 qualifications this year.
As jobs come through from the Chrisp Street 
regeneration, they will be advertised in the space. 
The team also helps with preparing CVs, job advice, 
training and placements with a range of partners from 
all sorts of industries. See what’s currently on offer 
via the Poplar HARCA website.
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The award-winning The Pizza Room has opened a new branch on East India 
Dock Road, next to Barclays Bank. You can get a 20% discount until 31 
August. Why not check out their lunch time deal too? Get a 12 inch pizza 
with a topping of your choice for £7.95 (20% discount does not apply).

PIZZA IN POPLAR

Over 4,000 people swung on down to Chrisp Street Market on Sunday 21 July 2019 for a day of 
Blues, Swing and Rock ‘n’ Roll. The Swing East festival celebrates the market’s 1950s Festival 
of Britain roots and has been running for six consecutive years. The influx of people Swing East 
brings to the market is great for local business.

SWING EAST
CHRISP STREET  
MEANS BUSINESS

LOOKING SWEET
Sugar Beach is a tanning salon which also offers 
quality lash, nail and beauty treatments in the 
heart of Chrisp Street Market. Turn to Page 3

“Such lovely people 
come and there’s a 

mixture of locals and 
the 1950s crowd.  We’d 
completely run out of 

food by 4pm!”  
- Maureen’s Pie  

and Mash

“We were banged 
out in the pub and 
our takings were 

up 175%.” 
- Callaghan’s pub

“We had lots of new 
customers and it’s 
good to see people 
enjoying themselves 

and dancing.” 
 - Curry Hut



DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

GET INVOLVED

It’s been a year since we got planning permission 
from Tower Hamlets Council to transform the 
market.  We know there’s not much to see yet, but 
there’s been a lot going on behind the scenes.  
We had to get through some significant legal 
hurdles, including sign off of our plans by Sadiq 
Khan, the Mayor of London, and a Judicial 
Review.  These have taken a while because 
Chrisp Street is such a large project.
We’ve done some detailed site survey work 
to understand what foundations we need and 
assess noise and now we’re working through a 
RIBA (Royal Institute of British Architects)  
design exercise. 

We’re keeping the market running throughout the 
refurb and all the shops will carry on trading.   
That means we need to work out a careful 
jigsaw puzzle of moves so people can swap to a 
different space in the market while we refurbish or 
demolish homes and shops in sections.  
It’s a long process, but we promise we’re here; 
we’re committed to delivering what we said we 
would; and we’re getting on with it!  
When the regen is finished, there will be more 
shops, the market stalls will be back in the heart 
of the space, under a new canopy; there will be 
more social and affordable homes; a cinema, Sure 
Start Centre, green space, play areas for kids and 
lots of added reasons for people to keep coming 
to Chrisp Street.

We’ll be setting up a group made up of local 
residents, shopkeepers, stall holders, community 
groups, Poplar HARCA and the developers to keep 
track of the construction. We’d like a local ward 
councillor to chair the group.  

If you want to get involved, find out more about 
what’s happening in the market or heard a rumour 
you want the facts on, pop in and see Simon in the 
Chrisp Street Management office,  
or email: simon.carroll@poplarharca.co.uk  
Tel: 020 7005 7656

LOOKING SWEET
Sugar Beach owner, Joseph Dredge, grew up 
round here. “My Nan lived 100 yards from the 
market and my Great Nan too, so I know a lot of 
people from before I took over 5 years ago.”
Joseph tells us it’s not just local people who 
come in for spray tans, sunbeds, waxing and  
lash lifts.
“I’m noticing more people who work in Canary 
Wharf popping by now too because we offer 
brilliant beauty treatments at an  
affordable price.”
Joseph believes beauty treatments are a form of 
self-care and can give everyone a real  
confidence boost.

From left to right: Darren Berry, Estate Manager, Carlos Punto, Estate Operative, David Rayner, Residential 
Tenant Liason Advisor, Simon Carroll, Chrisp Street Engagement Lead, Rob Lantsbury, Leasehold Buy 
Backs, Debbie Loveday, Retail Consultant, Ifter Ahmed, Leasehold Buy Backs.

“We don’t have a typical customer here. 
Everyone is welcome. I want my customers, 
whoever they are, to not only look good but feel 
great when they leave Sugar Beach.  Going to a 
salon might be seen as a bit of a luxury, but it’s 
about looking after yourself isn’t it?”
You can see more about the treatments Sugar 
Beach offer on Instagram:  
@sugarbeachlondon
Happy Sugar Beach customers on Instagram:

...CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

More great places to get your beauty fix in 
Chrisp Street:

Brow Lounge, 13 Vesey Path:  
Hair dressing, threading, waxing and other 
beauty treatments.  
Tel: 020 8616 6915  
 
Anthony Lewis, 10 Market Way:  
Hair dresser, beauty salon and nail bar.  
Tel: 020 7987 3153  

Chrisp Street Cupping Clinic,  
Lockup 5 Market Square:  
Male and female therapists available.  
10am – 9pm (appointments only)  
Tel: 07467 029665  
Instagram: @chrispstreetcupping  
 
Ebony & Ivory, Lockup 4 Market Square:  
Afro European hair dresser, wigs and extensions.  
Tel: 020 7537 9645  
Facebook: @ebonyandivoryunisex

• The Boxers have moved to Trussler Hall with Poplar Boys and Girls Club, pop along to see what 
they have to offer the young people of Poplar. 

• The Ideas Store has temporarily moved to Poplar Baths while their building is being renovated.   
They should be back in Vesey Path in September.

• The new Children’s Centre on Kerbey Street is expected to open in the autumn.
• Bestsellers is back!  It’s only for 3-6 months, but after trying out retirement earlier this year, Carle 

decided he just couldn’t stay away!  He’s back in a smaller shop opposite Iceland.

WHO GOES WHERE?


